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	1. Course title: Phytosociology

	

	2. Code: 
	3. Type (lecture, practice etc.): seminar

	

	4. Contact hours: 2
	5. Number of credits (ECTS): 3

	

	6. Preliminary conditions (max. 3): -

	

	7. Announced:  FORMCHECKBOX 
spring semester,

	

	8. Limit for participants: no limitation

	

	10. Responsible teacher (faculty, institute and department): dr. János Csiky (Faculty of Sciences, Institute of Biology, Department of Ecology)


	

	11. Teacher(s) and percentage: 
	dr. János Csiky
	100

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	

	12. Language: English

	

	13. Course objectives and/or learning outcomes: 
Objectives:
The purpose of the seminar is to form a general and critical phytosociological view that can be a useful tool in Nature Conservetion practice. The acquired knowledge will facilitate to understand and establish contact between different sciences and branch of studies (e.g. Biogeography, Plant- and Zootaxonomy, Ecology, Pedology).
Learning outcomes:
Students will know the main methods and limitation of Phytosociology,
Students will be able to distinguish, recognize and describe the main phytosociological classes of the Hungarian syntaxa,
Students are open for accepting new results of different phytosociological methods and approaches (dynamic outlook), 

Students will be able to form their own opinion on different topics of Phytosociology.

	

	14. Course outline 
Week 1 The subject, purpose and task of Phytosociology; related branches of knowledge.
Week 2 Bioclimatological and biogeographical principles of Phytosociology. Biogeographical zones, with especial regard to the vegetation belts of Europe.
Week 3 Origin of the Hungarian flora and vegetation.
Week 4 Fundamental conceptions of Phytosociology, analytic and synthetic characteristics. Sampling methods, creating and editing phytosociological tables.
Week 5 Theories of succession, different types of succession.
Week 6 Structure, classification and ordination of associations.
Week 7 Syntaxonomical system of plant associations.

Week 8 The major plant associations of Hungary: freshwater aquatic vegetation.

Week 9 The major plant associations of Hungary: marshes, swamps, mires, fens and bogs.

Week 10 The major plant associations of Hungary: pastures and meadows.

Week 11 The major plant associations of Hungary: inland saline vegation.

Week 12 The major plant associations of Hungary: rocky grasslands.

Week 13 The major plant associations of Hungary: forests.

Week 14 Written exam

	

	15. Mid-semester works
Week 8-13 Students’ presentation.
Students can choose from different topics offered by the lecturer on the first seminar of the semester.  Order of these presentations will be fixed at that time. All presentation will be 15 minutes, plus 5 minutes for discussion. In this last period activity of students (questions, comments, interpretaion) will be graded too.

	

	16. Course requirements and grading 
· Seminar grades are based on the result of the written exam (last seminar)
· in the exam period (if somebody fails at the end of the actual semester) grading is based on the results of written exams

Written exam is based on lectures, accessible electronic sources and seminar materials.
In order to receive an excellent-grade, students should meet most of the stated criteria in an excellent manner. Good- or average-grades will be given when there is clear evidence of substantial effort, but the presentation falls short of expectations. If the presentation is sloppy or confused, or if it is clear that the student does not understand the material presented, a fale-grade will be awarded and the presentation will have to be repeated. Repeated presentations may not receive an excillent grade. We recommend that talks be put together well in advance and if possible, are practiced several times, with criticism from the lecturer. Students should make their slide show available one week earlier than presentation planned.
Ranking of different type of results: 
· written exam: 60%,

· activity (during the seminar): 15%,
· Students’ presentation: 25%,
The grading scales is as follows:
  –54% fail

55% – 64% acceptable

65% –74% average

75% – 84% good

            85% – excellent

	

	17. List of readings

[1] slide show with comments and the updated list of sources (listed/cited in the slide show, available from the lecturer)


	

	18. Recommended texts, further readings 

[1] Bagi I. (1991): Limitations and Possibilities of the methodology of the Zürich-Montpellier Phytosociology school in vegetation mapping. Phytocoenosis 3: 131-134.
[2] Borhidi A., Kevey B. and Lendvai G. (2012): Plant Communities of Hungary. Academic Press, Budapest

	

	Date 
	13 April, 2017
	Prepared by
	dr. habil. János Csiky
associate professor
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�lehet, hogy ezt az általános érvényben lévő szabályzat miatt itt nem kell megemlíteni.





